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Fools make a mock at Sin. 


HEN God by his infinite Wiſ- 
a8 dom had contrived, and by a 
S128 power and goodnels, as infinite 
as his Wiſdom, had perfected 
þ the creation of the viſible 
world , there ſeemed to be no- 
ching wanting to the glory of it, but a crea- 
ture endued with reaſon and underſtand-. 
ing, which might comprehend the deſign of 
his wiſdom, enjoy the benefits of his good- 
neſs, and employ it ſelf in the celebration of 
| his power. The Beings purely intelleQuall 
were too highly raiſed by their own order 
and creation, to be the Lords of this inferiour 
world : and thoſe whole natures could reach 
no higher than the objects of ſenſe, were not 
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capable of diſcovering the glorious' perfecti- 
ons of the great Creator : and therefore could 
not be the fit Inſtruments of his praiſe and 
ſervice. But a conjunction of both: theſe 
rogether was thought neceſſary tro make up 
ſuch a ſort of beings, which might at once 
command this lower world, and:be the ſer- - 
vants of him who made ir. Not as though 
this great fabrick of the world were meerly 
raiſed for man to pleaſe his fancy in the con- 
templation of it, or to exerciſe his dominion. 
over the creatures deſigned for his uſe and 
ſervice ; but that by. frequent refle&tions on 


the author of his being , and the effects 


of his power and goodneſs he might be_ 
brought to the greateſt love and admiration 

of him. So that: the moſt nacural part of 
Religionlyes in the grateful acknowledgments 
we owe to that excellent and ſupream Be- 
ing, who hath ſhewed ſo particular a kind- 
nels to man in the creation and Government 
of the world. Which was ſo great and un- 
expreſſible , that ſome have thought , it was 
not ſo much pride and affetation of a grea- 
ter height, as envy at the feliciry and power of 
mankind, which was the occalion of the fall 
of the Apoſtate Spirits. But whether or no the 
ſtate of man were occaſion enough for the 
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reat in. it, as could 
not but lay an indiſpenſable obligation on all 
mankind -to perpetual gratitude. and obedi- 
ence. For it is as caſte. to ſuppoſe, that af- 
fronts and injuries are the moſt ſuitable re- 
rurnsfor the moſt obliging favours ; that the 
firſt duty of a Child ſhould. be to deſtroy his 
Parents ; that to be thankful for kindneſles re- 
ceived, were to commit the unpardonable in , 
as that'man ſhould: receive his being and all 
the bleſsings which attend it from God, and 
not be bound to the moſt univerſal obedience 
ro him. | 
And as the refle&tion on the author of his 
being, leads him to the acknowledgement of 
his duty towards'God , ſo the confideration 
of the delign of it, will more cafily acquaint 
him with the nature of that duty which is 
expected from him. Had man been deſigned 
only to att a ſhort part here in the world, 


. all that had been required of him, had been 


only to exprels his thankfulneſs ro God for 
his being, and the comforts of it: the uling. 
all means for the due preſervation of himſelf, 
the doing nothing beneath the dignity of hu- 
mane nature , nothing injurious to thoſe who 
were of the ſame nature with himſelf ; bur 
Az ſince 
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'envy of the Spirits above ; we ate ſure the kind- 
neſs of Heaven. was ſo gri 
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"ate.z is bur a flate of 
tryal 2 18 l | oh 
ry ; thevealon :of good andevillis notto be 
taken meetly: from his preſent, but from the 
ref] which things have to that eternall 
ſtate heis deſigned for. From whence ir fol- 
lows, that the differences of good-and evil 
are rooted in the nature of our beings, and 
are the neceſſary conſequents of our relation 
to God, and each other, and our expetations 
of a future life. And therefore according to 
theſe meaſures, the eſtimation of men in the 
world hath been while they did preſerve 
any veneration for God or themſelves. Wiſdom 
and folly was not meaſured ſo much by the 
ſubtilry and curioſity of mens ſpeculations, 
by the finenelſs of their thoughts, or the depth 
of their deligns, as by their endeavours to up- 
hold the dignity of mankind; by their piery 
and devotion towards God ; by their ſobriety 
and due Government of their actions ; by the 
equallity and juſtice , the charity and kindneſs 
-of their dealings to one another. Wiſdom 
was bur another name for goodneſs, and 
folly for ſin, then it was a mans glory to be 
religious; and to be profane and vitious, was to 
be: baſe and mean : then there were no Gods 
Wor-. 
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there wegg,,no: Temples exeQeg-ro theymeaneſt 


paſsions of humane nature ,..nor mengbecame 


1dolaters to their own infirmities. Then to be 


| betrayed into (in, was accounted weaknels ; to 


contrive it, diſhonour and balenels ; to juſtific 
and defend it, infamy and reproach , to make 
a mock atit, a marke of the higheſt folly and 
incorrigibleneſs. So the Wiſe man in the words 
of the Text aſſures us, that they are Fools, and 
thoſe ofthe higheſt rank and degree of folly, 
who make a mock at ſin. 

It is well for us in the Age welive in, that 
we have the judgement of former ages to 
appeal to, and of thole perſons in them whole 
reputation for wildomis yet unqueſtionable. 
For otherwiſe we might be born down by 
that ſpightful enemy to all vertue and good- 
neſs, the impudence of ſuch , who it is hard 
to ſay whether they ſhew it more in commit- 
ing fin , or in defending it. Men whole 
manners are ſo bad , that ſcarce any thing 
can be imagined worle , unleſs it be the 
wit they uſe to excuſe them with. Such who 
take the meaſure of mans perfetions down- 
wards, and the nearer they approach to beaſts, 
the more they think themlſelyes to a& like 

men. 


worlhinfed j alc'they: were bad:,”por any : | gs ; 
men diſgraced becauſe; they wer&good.. Then | 


SO 
men.” No wonder then, if among ſuch as 
theſe the differences of good and evil be 
laughed at, and no fin be thought ſo unpardo- 
nable, as the thinking that there is any at all. 
Nay the utmoſt they will allow in the deſcri- 
ption of Sin, is, that it is a thing that ſome 
liveby declaming againſt, and others cannot 
live withoutthe practice of. ; 
 Buris the (hair of Scorners at laſt proved the 
only chair of infalibility 2 Muſt thole be the 
Randard of mankind , who ſ{cem to have little 
lefr of humane nature, but laughter and the 
ſhape of men ? Do they think that we are 
all become ſuch fools to take ſcoffs for argu- 
ments, and railery for demonſtrations ? He 
knows nothing at all of goodneſs, that knows 
not that it is much more eaſſe to laugh ar it, 
than to praRtice it ; and it were ' worth the 
while to make amock at fin, if the doing ſo 
would make nothing of it. But the nature 
ofthings does not vary with the humours of 
men ; fin becomes nor at all the leſs dange- 
rous becauſe men have ſo little Wir to think 
itſo, nor Religion the leſs excellent and ad- 
vantageous tothe world, becaule the greateſt 
enemies of that are ſo much to themſelves 
roo, thatthey have learnt to deſpiſe ir, -Bur al- 
though that ſcorns to be defended by ſuch 
weapons 
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weapons whereby her enemies aſſault her, 
> | (nothing more unbecoming the Majeſly of 
. Religion, than to make it ſelf cheap, by making 
others laugh ) yet if they can but obtain ſo 
much of themſelves to attend with patience to 
; what is {erioys, there may be yet a polsibility 
of perſwading them, that no fools are ſo any 
as thole who laugh themſelves into milery, 


; and none ſo certainly do fo, as thoſe who make 
a mock at fm. 


1 ' Bur if our authority be too mean and con- 
; temptibleto berelyed on, ina matter wherein 
] they think us ſo much concern'd ( and fol 
hope we are to prevetit the ruine of mens 
ſouls ) we dare with confidence appeal tothe 
general ſenſe of mankind in the matter of 
| our preſent debate. Lect them name but any 
| one perſon in all the monuments of former 
ages, to whom but the bare ſuſpicion of Vice 
was not a diminution to an eſteem that might 
otherwiſe have been great in the world. And 
if the bare ſuſpicion would do ſo much among 
even the more rude and barbarous Nations , 
|: what would open and profeſſed wickedneſs 
'| do among the more' knowing and civil ? 
Humaae nature retains an abhorrency of fin, 
ſo farthar itis impolsible for men to have the 


ſame eſteem of thole who are given over . 
B to | 
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to all-maaner. of ' wickedneſs, though other- 
wiſe of great ſharpneſs of wit, and of ſuch 
whole natural abilities may not exceed the 
other, but yer do govern their ations accord- 
ing to the tri rules of Keligion and Verne. 
And the general ſenſe of mankind cannot be 
by any thing better known , than by an uni- 
verſall conſent of men, as to the wayes where- 
by they expreſs their value and eftcem of 
others. Whart they all agree on as the beſt 
character of a perſon worthy to be loved and 
honoured, we may well think is the moſt 
agreeable to humane nature; and what is 
univerſally thought a diſparagement to the 
higheſt accompliſhments, ought to be looked 
on as the diſgrace and imperfection of it. Did 
everany yet, though never ſo wicked and pro- 
fane themſelves, ſeriouſly commend another 
perſon for his rudeneſs and debaucherics? Was 
any mans [uſt and intemperance ever reckon« 
ed among the Titles of his honour *« Who 
ever yet raiſed Zrophies to his vices, or thought | 
ro. perpetuate his memory by the glory of 
them ? Where was it ever known, that ſabri- 
ety and temperance, juſtice and charity were 
thought the marks of reproach and infamy ? 
Who ever ſutfered in their reputation by being 
thought to be really good? Nay, it is ſo far 
| | from 
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from.it, that the moſt wicked:perſons do in- 


" wardly efteem'them whether they will or no. 


By which weſce, that even in this lapſed and 
degenerate condition of mankind, it is only 
goodneſs which gains true honour and eſteem, 
and nothing doth ſo effeCtually blaſt a grow- 
ing reputation, as wickednels and vice. 

Bur if it bethus wich the generality of men, 
who were never yet thought to have too 
much partiality cowards goodneſs, we may 
much more eaſily find ic among thoſe, who 
have had a better ground for the reputation 
of their wiſdom, than the meer vogue of the 
people. He who was pronounced by the 
Heathen Oracle, to be the wileſt among the 
Greeks, was the perſon who brought down 
Philoſophy from the obſcure and uncertain 
ſpeculations of nature, and in all his diſcour- 
ſes recommended vertue as the trueſt wiſdom. 
And he among the Jews , whoſe ſoul was as 
large as the ſand on the Sea ſhore, whoſe wijdom 
outwent that of all the perſons of his own or future 
ages, Writes a Book on purpoſe to perſwade 
men, that there is no real wiſdom , but to 
fear God and keep his commandments : that 
ſin is the greateſt folly, and the meaner ap- 


_ prehenſions men have of it , the more they 


are infatuated by the temptations to it, Bur as 
B 2 chere 
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theze are degrees of finning, ſo there are of fol- 
ly in it. Somefin with a bluſhing countenance, 
and a trembling conſcience, they ſin, but yer 
they areafraid tofin: they fin, butin the a& 
of it they condemn themſelves for what they 
do , they fin, but with confuſion in their 
faces, with horror in their minds, and an 
earthquake in their conſciences : though the 
condition of ſuch perſons be dangerous, and 
their unquietneſs ſhews the greatneſs of their 
folly, yet becauſe theſe twitches of conſcience 
argue there are ſome quick touches left of the 
ſenſe of good and evil, their caſe is not de- 
{perate, nor their condition imcurable: But 
there are others who deſpiſe theſe as the tc- 
proach of the School of Wickedneſs, becauſe 
they are not yet attained to_thoſe heights of 
impiety which they glory in: ſuch who have 
ſubdued their conſ{ciences mnchcafier than 
others do their ſins, who havealmoſt worn 
out all the impreſsions of 'the work of the Law 
written in their hearts, who not only make a 
praRice, but a boaſt of ſin, and defendiit with 
as much greedineſs as they commir it: theſe 
arethe men, whoſe folly is manifeſtto all men 
but themſelves; and furely 'fince theſe are the 
men, whom Solomon in the words'of the Zext 


deſcribes, 
(1) By 
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( 1.) Bytheir character, as Fools, and, 

( 2. ) By the inftance of their folky, inmaking 
a mock at ſin, We may have notonly the li- 
berty to uſe, but to prove, that name of re- 
proach to be due unto them; and ( 2.) Fo 
{hew the rcalonableneſs of faftning it upon 
them, becaule they make a mock at ſin. 

But before I come more cloſely to purſue 
that, it will be neceſſary to conſider another 
ſenſe of theſe words cauſed by the ambiguity 
of the Hebrew Verb , which ſometimes figni- 
fies to deride and ſcorn, ſometimes to plead 
for , and excule a thing with all the arts ef 


Rhetorick ( thence the word for Rbetorick is de- 


rived from the yerb here uſed) according to 
which ſenſe, it notes all the plauſible pretences 


and ſubtil extenuations ' which wicked men 


uſe in defence .of their evil a&ions. ;For as 
if men intended to make ſome .recompence for 
the folly they betray in the as of fin by the 
wit. they employ in the pleading for them , 
there is nothing they ſhew more-induſtry and 
care in, than in endeavouring'ito baffle their 
own conſciences, and. pleaſe themſelves in 
their folly , cill death and eternal flames awa- 
ken them. That we may not therefore ſeem 


to beg all wicked men for Fools , till we have 


heard what they have to ſay forthemſelyes, we 
B 3 ſhall 
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q Thall firſt examine the refſonableneſs of their 
faireſt Plea's for their-evil ations , before we 
make good the particular impeachment of fol- 
ly againſt them. There are three wayes eſpe- 
cially whereby they ſeek to juſtifie themſelves , 
by laying the blame of all their evil actions , 
either upon the fatal neceſſity of all events, the 
unavoidable frailty of humane nature, or the 
impolsibility of keeping the Laws of Heaven : 
But that none of theſe will ſerve to excuſe 
them from the juſt imputation of folly, is our 
preſent buſineſs to diſcover. 

1. The fatall neceſSity of all humane aftions. 
Thoſe who upon any other. terms are unwil- 
ling enough ro own either God or Prowidence, 
yet if they can but make thele ſerve their turn 
to juſtifie their fins by, their quarrell againſt 
them then ceaſcth,as being much more willin 
that God ſhould bear the blame of their fins, 
than themſelves.But yer the very fears of a Deity 
ſuggeſt ſo many dreadful thoughts of his Ma- 
jeſty, Fuſtice, and Power, that they are very well 
contented to have him wholly left out, and 
then to ſuppoſe Man to be a meer Engine, that 
is neceſſarily moved by ſuch, a train and ſeries 
of cauſes, that there is no action how bad ſo- 
ever thatis doneby him, which it wasany more 
poſsible for him not to have done , than for 


the 
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-the, fire not to burn when it pleaſes. It this be 
true , farewell all the differences of good and 
evil in mens ations; farewell all expe&tations 

of future rewards and puniſhments , Religion 

becomes but a meer name, and righteouſnels 

but an art to live by. Butit is with this, as it 

is with the other arguments they uſe againſt 

Keligim , there is lomerhing within, which 

checks and controles them in what they ſay : 

and that inward remorſe of conſcience, which 

ſuch men ſometimes feel in their evil ations 

( when conſcience is forced to recoil by the 

foulneſs of them ) doth effetually confute 

their own hypotheſis ; and makes them not be- 

heve thole ations to be neceflary, for which 

they ſuffer ſo much in themſelves becauſe they 

knew they did them freely. Or is it as fatal 

for man to believe himſelf free when he is not 

ſo, as it is for him to a& when his choice 

is determined ? but what ſeries of cauſes is 

there that doth lo neceflarily impole upon 

the common ſenſe of all mankind ; Ir ſeems 

very ſtrange, that man ſhould have fo little 

ſenſe of his own intereſt ro 'be fill neceſsita- 

ted to the worſt of ations, and yet torment 

himſelf wich che thoughts that he did them 

freely. Oris it only the freedum of ation, and 

nor of choice, that men have an experience of 
| within 
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within themſelves 2 Eut ſurely, however men 
may ſubrilly diſpute of the difference between 
theſetwo, no man would ever believe himſelf 
to be free in what he does , unleſs he firſt 
rhought himſelf ro be ſo, in what he 
determines ? And if we ſuppoſe man to have 
as great a freedom of choice in all his evil a&i- 
ons (which is the liberty we are now ſpeak- 
ing of ) as any perſons aſſert or contend for, 
we cannot ſuppoſe that he ſhould have a grea- 
ter experience of it, than now he hath.. 
So thateither itis impoſsiblefor man to know 
when his choice is free; or if it may be known, 
the conftant experience of all evil men in the 
world will teſtifie , that it is ſo now. Is it 
poltible for the moſt intemperate perſon to. 
believe, when the moſt yealing temptations 
toluft or gluttony are preſented to him,that no- 
conſiderations whatever could reſtrain his ap- 
petite, or keep him from the ſatisfaRtion of 
 — his brutiſh inclinations ? Will not the ſad- 
den , thongh groundleſs apprehenſion of 
poylon in the Cup , make the Drunkards 
heart to ake , and hand to tremble, and 
to let fall the ſuppoſed fatal mixture in 
the midſt of all his jollity and exceſs, How 
often have perſons who have deligned the 
greateſt miſchict to the lives and fortunes of 
others, 
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others, when all opportunities have fallen out: 
beyond their expeQation for accompliſhing 
their ends, through ſome ſudden thoughts 
which have ſurpriſed them, almoſt in the very 
a&, been diverted from their intended purpoſes ? 
Did ever any yet imagine that the charms of. 
beauty and allurements of luſt were ſo irreſiſti- 
ble, that if men knew before hand they ſhould 
ſurely dye in the embraces of an adulrerous 
bed, they could nor yer withſtand the tempta- 
tions to it? If then ſome conſiderations, which 
are quite of another nature from all the ob- 
jets which are preſented to him, may quite 
hinder the force and efficacy of them upon 
the minde of man (as we ſee in Joſephs reſi- 
ſting the importunate Careſles of his Miſtriſs ) 
What reaſon can there be to imagine that 


- man is a meer machine moved only as outward 


objects determine him ? And if the conſide- 
rations- of preſent fear and danger may di- 
vert men from the practice of evill ations , 
ſhall not the far more weighty conliderati- 
ons of eternity have, at leaſt an equal, if not a 
far greater power and efficacy upon mens 
minds, to keep them from everlaſting miſery ? 
Is an immortal ſoul and the eternal happi- 
neſs of it ſo mean athing in our eſteem and 
value, that we will not deny our ſelves thoſe 

C ſen- 
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ſeirſual pleaſures for the ſake of that, which 
we would renounce for ſome preſent danger ? 
Are the flames of another world ſuch painted 
fires, that they deſerve only to be laughed ar, 
and not ſeriouſly conſidered by us? Fond 
man ! art thou only free to ruine and deſtro 
thy ſelf ? a ſtrange fatality indeed , when no- 
thing but what is mean and trivial ſhall de- 
termine thy choiſe! when matters of rhe 
higheſt moment are therefore leſs regarded , 
becauſe they are ſuch. Haſt thou .no other 
plea forthy ſelf, but thatthy fins were fatal ? 
thou haſt no reaſon then to believe but that 
thy miſery ſhall beſatoo. But if thou owneſt 
a God and Providence, aflure thy {elf that juſtice 
and righteouſneſs are not meer 7itles of his Ho- 
n0ur, but the real properties of his nature. And 
he who hath appointed the rewards and: pu- 
niſhments of the great day , will then call the 
ſinner to account, not only for all his other 
ſins, but for offering to lay the imputation of 
them upon himſelf. For if the greateſt abhor- 
rency of mens evil wayes, the rigour of his 
Laws, the ſeverity of his. judgements, the ex- 
actneſs of his juſtice, the greateſt care uſed to 
reclaim men from their ſins, and the higheſt 
aſſurance, that he is not the cauſe of their ru- 
ine, may be any vindication of the holineſs of 
| God 
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God now; :and his juſtice in the life to come; 

we have the greateſt reaſon to lay the blame of 

all our evil actions upon our ſelves, as to. at- 

tribute the glory of all our good unto himſelf 

alone. 

2. The frailty of humane nature : thoſe who 

find themſelves to be free enough to do their 
| ſouls miſchief, and yet continue till in the 
doing of it, finde nothing more ready to plead 
for themſelves, than the unhappineſs of mans 
r compoſition, and the degenerate ſtate of the 
? world. If God had deſigned ( they are ready 
l to ſay) that man ſhould lead a life free from 
t ſin, why did he confine the ſoul of man toa 
c body ſo apt to taint and pollute it 2 Bur who 
ſo art thou O man, that thus findeſt faule with 
d thy Maker 2 Was not his kindnels the greater, 
= in not only giving thee a ſoul capable of en- 
E joying himſelf, but ſuch an habitation for it 
Tr here, which by the curioſity of its contrivance, 
f | thenumber and uſefulneſs of its parts, might 
F- be a perpetual and domeſtick teſtimony of the 
E wiſdom of its Maker * Was not ſuch a con- 
C- junction of ſoul and body neceſſary for the 
0 exerciſe of that dominion which God defigned 
ſt man for, over the creatures endued only with 
1- ſenſe and'motion ? and if we ſuppoſe this life 
o to be a ſtate of triall in order to a better, (as in 
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allrealon we ought to do) what can be ima- 
gined more proper to ſuch a ſtate, than to 
have the ſoul conſtantly employed in the go- 
vernment of choſe ſenſual inclinations which 
ariſefrom the body? inthe doing of which, 
the proper exerciſe of that vertue conlifts, 
which is made the condition of future hap- 
pineſs. Hadirt not been for ſuch a compoli- 
tion, the difference could never have been ſeen 
berwcen good and bad men; i.e. betwcen 
thoſe who maintain the Empire of reaſon, aſ- 
fiſted by the motives of Religion, over all the in- 
feriour faculties, and ſuch who dethrone their 
ſouls and make them flaves to every luſt that 
will command them. And it men willingly 
{ubject themſelves to that which they were 
bornto rule, they have none to blame but 
themſelves forir. Neither is it any excuſe at 
all, that this, through the degeneracy of man- 
kind, is grown the common cuſtom of the - 
world; unleſs that bein it ſelf ſo great a Ty- 
rant, that there is no reſiſting the power of it. 
If God had commanded us to comply with all 
the cuſtoms of the world,and at the ſame time-. 
to be /ober, righteous, and good, we muſt have 
lived in another age than we live in, to have 
excuſed theſe two commands from a palpable 
contradiction. Bur inſtead of this, he = 
Ore- 
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forewarned us of the danger of being led aſide 
by the ſoft, and eafie compliances of the world; 
andif weare ſenſible of our own infirmities , 
( as we haveall reaſon to be) he hath offered us 
the aſſiſtance of his Grace & of that Spirit of his, 
Which zs greater than the Spirit that is in the world. 
He hath promiſed us thoſe weapons whereby 
we may withſtand the torrent of wickedneſs in 
che world, with far po ſucceſs than the old 
Gauls were wont to do the inundations of their 
country , whole cuſtom was to be drowned 


with their arms in their hands. Bur it will be 


the greater folly in us to be ſo, becauſe we have 


not only ſufficient means of reſiſtance, but we 


underſtand the danger before hand. If we 
once forſake rhe ſtri&t rules of Religion and 

oodneſs, and are rcady to yield our ſelves to 
whatever hath got retainers enough to ſer up 
for acuſtom, we may know where we be- 
gin, but we cannot where we ſhall makean 
end. Forevery freſh aſſault makes the breach 
wider, at which moreenemics may come in 
ſill, ſo that when we find our ſelves under 
their power, we are contented for our own eaſe 
ro call them Friends, Which is the unhappy 


conſequence of too eaſie yielding atfirſt, rill 


at laft che greateſt ſlavery to fin be accounted 
but good humour, and a gentle compliance 
3 with 
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with the faſhions of the'world: So that when 
men are perſwaded, either through fear, or too 
great ealineſs to diſuſe that ſtrit eye which 
they had before to: their ations, it off 
times falls out with them, as it did with the 
Souldier in the Roman Hiſtory, who blinded his 
eyeſolong in the time of the Civil Wars, that 
when he would have uſedit again, he could 
not. And when cuſtome hath by degrees ta- 
ken away the ſenſe of fin from their conſcien- 
ces, they grow as hard as Heroditus tells us the 
heads of the old Ezyptians were by the heat of 
the Sun, that nothing would ever enter them. 
If men will with Nebachadnezzar herd with 
 thebeaſts of the field, no wonder if their 
realon departs from them, and by degrees they 
grow as ſavage as the company they keep. So 
powerful a thing is cuſtom to debauch man- 
Lind and ſo cafily do the greateſt vices by de- 
grees obtain admiſsion into the ſouls of men, 
under pretence of being retainers to the com- 
mon infirmities of-humane nature. Which is 
a phraſe, through the power of ſelf-flattery, and 
mens ignorance in the nature of moral aRi- 
ons, 'made to be of ſo large'and comprehen- 
ſive afenſethat the' (moſt wilful violations of 
the:Laws of Heaven, 'and ſuch which the Scrip- 
ture tells us do exclude from the Kingdom of 
| It 
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it, H0'find (rather than make) friends enough 
to ſhelter themſelves under the proteFtion of 
chem. Burſuch a prote&ion it is, which is nei-- 
ther allowed in the Court 'of Heaven , nor will 
ever ſecure the ſouls of men without a heatt 
and ſincere repentance, from'the' arreſt of '&i- 
vine juſtice, which when it comes to call the 
world to an account of their ations will 
make no defalcations at all for the power of 
cuſtom, or common pra&ice ofthe world. 

3- The impoſſibility of the command, or rather of 
obedience to it. - When neither of the former 
plea's will effe& their defign:,: but- notwith- 
ſtanding the pretended necefity' of ' bumiane 
ations, and the more than pretended- common 
praftice of the world, their conſciences ſtill fly 
in their faces and rebuke them ſharply for 
their ſins, then in a mighty rageand fury they 
charge God himſelf with Tyramy in laying im- 
poſsible Laws upon the. ſons of men. Bur if 
we either conſider the nature of the com- 
mand, or the promiſes which accompany it, 
or the large experience of the world to the con- 
trary, we ſhall eaſily diſcover that this pre- 
tence is altogether as unreaſonable as either of 
the foregoing. For what is itthat God requires 
of men as the condition of their future: hap- 
pineſs which in its own nature is judged im- 


polsible ? 
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pokible ? Is it f8r men to live ſoberly, righteouſly 
Tit.2.12. and godly in this world * for that was the end of 
' Chriſtian Religion to perſwade men to do ſo: 
but who thinks it impolsible to avoid the oc- 
caſions of intemperance, not to defraud, or 
injure his neighbours, or to pay that reverence 
and ſincere devotion to God which we owe + 
unto him ? 1s'it to do as we weuld be done by ? yet 
that hath been judged by ſtrangers to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion 2 molt exact meaſure of humane 
converſation , Is it to maintain an univerſal kind- 
neſs and good will tomen 2 that indeed is the great 
excellency of our Religion, thatit ſo ſtrictly re- 
quires it; but if this be impoſsible, farewell 
all 2ood nature in the world; and [ ſuppoſe 
few will own this charge, leſt theirs be ſy- 
ſpeed. Is it to be patient under ſufferings, mode- 
rate in our deferes , cireumſpeti in our attions, con- 
tented in all conditions? yet theſe are things which 
thoſe have pretended to, who never owned 
(hriſtianity, and therefore ſurcly they never 
thought chem impolsible. Ts it to be charitable 
to the poor , compaſſionate to thoſe in miſery 2 is it | 
to be frequent in prayer, to love God above all things 
to forgirve our enemies as we hope God will forgicoe 
us, to belierve the Goſpel, and be ready to ſuffer for 
the jake of (hriſt* There are very few among 
us but will ſay they do all theſe things alrea- 
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dy,and therefore ſurely they Z not think them 
impolsible. The like anſwer I might giveto 
all the other precepts of the Gofpel till we come 
to the denying ungodlineſS and worldly luſts, and as 


by 


- to thele too, if we charge men with them, 


they either deny their committing them, and 


then ſay they have kept the command, 


or if they confeſs it, they promiſe amendment 
for the future , but in neither reſpe& can they 
be ſaid to think che command impoſiible. 
Thus we ſee their own mouths will condemn 


them, when they charge God with laying im- 


poſsible Laws on mankind, But then if we 
enquire further into the judgements of thoſe 
who it may be never concerned themſelves 
ſo much about the precepts of Chriſtian Religion, 
as totry whether they had any power to ob- 
ſerve them or not; nay, if we yield them 
more ( than, it may be, they are willing to 
enquire after, though they ought to doit) wiz; 
that withont the «ſtance of divine grace, they 
can never doit: yet ſuch is the unlimited na- 
ture of divine goodneſs and the exceeding 
riches of Gods Grace-, that (knowing the 
weakneſs and degeneracy of humane nature 
when he gave thele commands to' men ) he 
makes a large and free offer of aſsiſtance to all 
thoſe who are ſo ſenſible of their own infir- 

D - mity 


nana 4cGHA 


4 74 6 x 5 bit os RIOT "oy $w "ID 


SE (214). 
mitz-as'to beg-itYf him. ' And can men then. 
{ay the command is impoſsible when he hath 
promiſed an aſsiſtance ſuitable to the nature of 
the duty andthe infirmities of men? if it be ac- 
knowledged that ſome of the duties of (hriſti- 
anity are very difficult to us now; letus conſider 
by what means he hath ſweetned the perfor- 
mance of them. Will not the propoſal of ſo ex- 
cellent a reward, make us {wallow {ome more 
than ordinary hardſhips that we might enjoy 
it 2 Hath he not made ule of the molt obliging 
motives to per{wade us to the practice of what 
he requires, by the infinite diſcovery.of hisown 
love, the death of his Son, and the promiſe of. 
of his Spirit? And what then is wanting, but 
only ſetting our ſelves to the ſerious obedience 
of them, to make his commands not only not 
impoſsible, but eafie ro us> but our grand 
faulc is, we make impoſsibilities our ſelyes 
where we find none, and then we complain of 
them : we are fiſt reſolved notto practice the 
commands, and then nothing more eaſte-than' 
to find fault with them : we firft paſs ſentence, 
and then examine evidences ; firſt condemn., 
and then enquire into the merits of. the-caulſe, 
Yet ſurely none of thele things can be account-. 
ed impoſsible, which have been done: by all 
thoſe who have been ſincere & hearty Chriſti- | | 
als ; : 
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ans,& God torbid,we ſhould think all guilty of 
hypocrifte, who have profeſſed the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion from the beginning of it to this day. Nay 
more thanſo, they have not only done them, 
but profeſſed to have that joy and ſatisfaction 
of mindin the doing of them, which they 
would not exchange for all the pleaſures & de- 
lights of the world. Theſe werethe men,who 
not only were patient, but rejoyced in ſuffer- 
ings , whoaccounted it their honour andglo- 
ry to endure any thing for the ſake of ſoexcel- 
lent a Religion ; who were lo aſſured of a fu- 
ture happineſs by it, that they valued Martyr- 
doms above Crowns and Scepters. But God 
be thanked, we may hope to come to Heaven 
on caſter terms than theſe, or elſe many others 
might never come thither, beſides thoſe who 
think to make this a pretence for their fin, that 
now when With encouragement and honour 
we may practice our Religion, the commands 
of it are thought impoſsible by them. Thus 
we have made good the general charge here 
implied againſt wicked men, in that they are 
called Fools, by examining the moſt plauſible 
pretences they bring for themſelves. 

I now come to the particular impeachment 
of their folly becauſe they make a mock at fin. And 
that I ſhall prove eſpecially by ewo things : 

- Dz: 1. Be- 
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1. Becauſe this argues the higheſt degree of wick- 
edneſs. 2.Becaule it betrayesthe greateſt weakneſs 
of judgement and want of conſideraiton. 

x. Becauſe it argues the higheſt degree of wicked- 
ne. Ifto fin be folly, to make a mock atir 
is little ſhort of madneſs. Ir is ſuch a height of 
impiety, that few but thoſe who are of very 
profligate conſciences can attain to, without a. 
long cuſtom in ſinning. For conſcience is at 
firſt modeſt, and ſtarts and boggples at the ap- 
pearance of a great wickednels, till it be uſed 
to it and grown familiar with it. It is no 
ſuch eaſte matter for a man to get the maſtery 
of his conſcience; a great deal of force and vi- 
olence muſt be uſed to ones ſelf before he does 
it. The natural impreſsions of good and evil, 
the fears of a Deity, and the apprehenſions of 
2 future ſtate arc ſuch curbs and checks in a ſfin- 
ners way, that he muſt firſt {in himſelf beyond 
all feeling of theſe, before he can attain to the 
ſeat of the ſcorners. And we may juſtly wonder 
how any ſhould ever come thither, when they 
muſt break through all that is ingenuous and 
modeſt, all that is vertuous and good, all that 
is tender and apprehenſive in humane nature, 
before they can arriveat it. They muſt firſt de- 


ny a God, and deſpiſe an immortal ſoul, they 
_ \ muſt conquer their own reaſon, and cancell the 
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Law written in their hearts, they muſt hate all that 
is ſerious, and yet ſoberly believe themſelves 
to be no better than the beaſts that periſh, before 
men can come to niake a ſcoff at religion, and a 

mock at [in. | 
And who now could eyer imagine that in a 
Nation profeſling Chriſtianity, among a people 
whole genius enclines them to civility & religi- 
on, yea among thoſe who have the greateſt ad-. 
vantages of behaviour and education, and who 
are to give the Laws of civility to the reſt of 
the Nation, there ſhould any be found who' 
ſhould deride religion, make ſport with their 
own profaneneſs, and make ſo light of no- 
thing, as being damned ? I come not here to 
accuſe any, and leaſt ofall thoſe who ſhew ſo 
much regard of religio as to be preſent in 
the places devoted to ſacred purpoſes ; but if 
there be any ſuchhere , whe conlſciences ac= 
cuſe themſelves, for any. degrees of ſo great 
impiety; I beſcech them by all thatis dear and 
precious to them, by all that is ſacred and 
ſerious, by the vows of their Baptiſm, and 
their participation of the Holy Euchariſt, by all 
the kindneſs of Heaven which they either 
enjoy or hope for, by the death and ſuf- 
ferings of the Son of God , that they 
would now conſider how great folly and 
: pane Maca — wh 
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wickedneſs they betray init, and what the 


dreadfnb conſequence of it will be, if they do 


not.timely-repent of it- If it were a doubt ( as 
[ hopeiitis noramong any here) whether the 
matters of Religion be true or no, they are ſure- 
lyrhings-which 'ought to be ſeriouſly thought 
andi{poken of. Iris certainly no jeſting mat- 
tertoaffront a God of infinite Majeſty and Power, 
('andhejudges every wilfull finner to do fo) 
nor. canany onein his wits think it athing not 


tobe regarded, whether he be eternally happy 


_ or miſerable... Methinks then among perſons 


of civility-and honour, above all others, Reli- 
in might at leaſt be treared with the reſpect & 
reverence due to the concernments of it ; that 
it benot made the ſport of Entertainments, nor 
the common ſubje& of Playes and ( omedies. 
For is there nothing to trifle with, but God and 
his ſervice ? fs wit grown fo ſchiſmatical and ſa- 
crilegious, that it can pleaſe it ſelf with nothing 
but-holy ground ? Are'profaneſs and wit grown 
ſuch inſeparable companions, that none ſhall 
be allowed to pretend to the one, but ſuch as 
dare be highly guilty of the'other?Far be it form 
thoſe who:bave but the-name of Chriſtians,either 
to do:thele:things themſelves, or to be pleaſed 
with them that do them: eſpecially in ſuch 
times as ours of Jate have been , when God hath 


uſed 
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SE... 
_uſe&ſo many wayes to make. iis feriotis if any 
thing would ever do 1t. If men had only ſHight- 
ed God and Religim, and made a' mock at fin, 
when they had grown wanton through' the 
abundance of peace and plenty, and ſaw no ſe- 
verities of Gods juſtice uſed upon ſuch who did 
it, yet the fault had been ſo great, as might 
have done enough to have interrupted their 
peace and deftroyed that plenty, which made 
them out of the greatnefs of their pride and 
wantonneſs to kick againft Heayen : bur'to 
do it in deſpight of all Gods judgetments,to laugh 
in his face when his rod is upon our backs; 'when 
neither. Peftilence nor Tire can make' ys more 
afraid'of him, exceedingly aggravates the ' im- 
piety, and makes it more unpardonable. When 
likethe old Germans we dance among naked ſwords, 
when'men ſhall defie'and” reproach Heaven ih 
the midſt of a Cities ruines; and over the Graves: 
of thoſe whom the arrows of the Almighty have 
heaped together, what can be thonght of ſuch, 
bur that nothing will make them' ferions,. bur: 
eternal miſery? And are they ſo; ſurethere is 
no ſuch thing to be feared, that they never think 
of it, but when by their execrable oaths they: 
call upon God to damm them; for fear hefhotild: 
not do it time enough for them? Thus whpe 
men abuſe his patience, and provoke his juſtice, 
5 while 
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while: they trample upon his kindneſs , and 
ſlight his ſevericies, while they deſpiſe his 


Laws and mock at the breaches of them , 


Gal.6.7. 
Eph.5.6. 


for want of wiſdom , but ſuch whom nature 


what can be added more to their impiety ? or 
what can be expe&ted by ſuch who are guilty 


of it, but that God ſhould quickly diſcover 


their mighty folly by letting them ſee how 


much they have deceived themſelves , ſince 
God will not be mocked, but becauſe of theſe things 


the wrath of God will moſt certainly come upon the 
children of diſobedience. Which leads to the ſe- 
cond thing wherein this folly is ſeen. 

2. Which is in the weakneſs of judgement and 
want of conſideration, which this betrayes_in 
men. Folly is the great unſteadineſs of the 
mind in the thoughts of what is good and fit- 
ting to be done. It were happy for many inthe 
world, if noneſhould ſuffer in their reputation 


' or ſome violent diſtemper have wholly depri- 


ved of the uſe of their reaſon and underſtand- 
ings : But wiſdom does not lye in the ramb- 
ling imaginations of mens minds ( for fools 
may think of the ſamethings which wiſe men 
praQtice ) but in a due conſideration and choice 
of things which are moſt agreeable tothe end 
they detign, ſuppoſing the end in the firſt place 
to be worthy a wiſe mans choice; for I cannot 
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yet ſee why the end may not be choſen as well 
as the means, when there are many ftand in 
competition for our choice, and men firſt de- 
liberate,and then determine which is the fitteſt 
to be purſued. But when theaQtions of men 
diſcover, that either they underſtand or regard 
not the moſt excellent end of their beings, or 
do thoſethings which directly croſs and thwart 
their own deligns, or elſe purſue thoſe which 
are mean and ignoblc. in themſelves, we need 
not any further evidence of their folly, chan 
theſe things diſcover. ; 

Now that thoſe who make a mock at ſinare 
guilty of all theſe, will appear; if we conſi- 
der whom they provoke by doing ſo, whom 
they moſt injure, and upon 'what reaſonable 
conſiderations they are movedto what they do. 

1. Whom they procooke by their making a mock at 
fin; Suppoſing that there is a Gorvernour of the 
world, who hath eſtabliſhed Laws for us to 
be guided by, we may eaſily underſtand, 
whoſe honour and authority is refle&ed on , 
when the violations of his Laws are made no- 
thing of. Forſurely if they hada juſt eſteem 
of his power and Soweraignty, they never durſt 
make ſo bold with him, as all thoſe do who 
not only commit fin themſelves , but laugh art 
the ſcrupulolity of thoſe who dare not... When 
| E Dionyſius 
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Dionyſiu changed Apollos Cloak, and took off 
the Golden Beard of #ſculapins , with thoſe ſo- 
lemn jeers of the unſuitableneſs of the one to 
the Son of a beardleſs Father; and the much 
greater conveniency of a cheaper garment to 
the other; it was a fign he ſtood not much 
in awe of the ſeverity of their looks, nor had 
any dread at all of the greatneſs of their power. 
But although there be 1o infinite a diſpropor- 
tion between the artificial Deities of the Hea- 
thens, and the Majeſty of him who made and 
governs the whole world, yet as little reve- 
rence to his power and authority is fhewed 
by all ſuch who dareaffront-him with ſuch a 
mighty confidence, and bid the greateſt defi- 
ance to his Laws by-ſcoffing atthem. What 
is there, the Soveraigns and Princes of the earth 
do more juſtly reſent; and'exprels the higheſt 
indignation againſt , than'to have their Laws 
deſpiſed, their perſons affronted , andtheir au- 
thority contemned ? And can we then ima- 
gine, that a God of infinite' power and Majeſty, 
the honour of whole Laws is as dear to him as 
his own is, ſhould fic ſtill unconcerned, when 
ſo many indignities are continually offered 
them, and never take any notice at all of them ? 
It is true, his patience is not to be meaſured 
by our fretfull and peeyiſh natures, ( andir is 


happy 
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happy for us all thatir is not)heknows the ſin- 
ner can never eſcape his power, and therefore 
bears the longer with him : but yer his lenity is 
al wayes joyned with his wiſdom and juſtice , 
and the time is coming when patience it ſelf 
ſhall be no more. Is it not then the higheſt 
madnels and folly to provoke one whoſe pow- 
er is infinitely greater than our own is, and 
from the ſeverity of whoſe wrath we cannot 
ſecure our ſelves one minute of an hour? How 
knoweſt thou , O vain man, but that in the 
mid of all thy mirth and jollity, while thou 
art boaſting of thy ſins, and thinkeſtthou canſt 
never fill up faſt enough the meaſure of thy 
iniquities, a ſudden fit of an Apoplexy, or the 
breaking of an Apoſteme,or any of the innume- 


rable inſtraments of death , may diſpatch thee 


hence, and conſign thee into the hands of 
divine juſtice ? And wherewithall then wilt 
thou be able to diſpute with God ? Wilt thou 
then charge his Providence with folly , and 
his Laws with unreaſonableneſs 2 when his 
greatneſs ſhall affright thee , his Majeſty afto- 
niſh thee, his power diſarm thee, and his juſtice 
proceed againſt thee: when notwithſtanding 
all thy brawado's here, thy own conſcience 
ſhall be not only thy accuſer and witneſs, but 
thy judge and executioner too: when it ſhall 
| E 2 revenge 
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revenge it (elf upon thee for all the rapes and 
violences thou haſt committed upon it here: 
when horror and. confuſion ſhall be thy por- 
tion, - and the unſpeakable anguiſh of a racked 
and tormented mind ſhall roo late convince 
thee of thy folly in making « mock at that which 
ſtings with an everlaſting venom. Art thou 
then reſolved to pur all theſe things to the ad- 
venture, and live as ſecurely as if the terrors 
of the Almighty were but the dreams of men 
awake, or the fancies of weak and diſtempe- 
red brains ? ButT had rather believe that in the 
heat and fury of thy luſts thou wouldſt ſeem 
to others to think ſo, than thou. either doeſt 
or canſt perſwade thy ſelf to ſuch unreaſo- 
nable folly. Ts it not then far better to con- 
ſult the tranquility of thy mind here, and 
the eternal happineſs of it hereafter , by a 
ſerious repentance and ſpeedy amendment 
of thy life, than to expoſe thy ſelf for the 
ſake of thy ſenſual pleaſures to the fury of 
thac God whoſe juſtice is infinite, and pow- 
er irreſiſtible 2 Shall not the apprehenſion of his 
excellency make thee now afraid of him * Ne- 
ver then make any mock at ſin more, unleſs thou 
art able to contend with the Almighty, or to dwell 
- with erverlaſting burnings. 

; 2: The folly of it is ſeen in conſidering whom 

the 
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the injury redounds to by mens making themſelves 
ſo pleaſant with their fins. Do theythink by 
their rude attempts to dethrone the Majeſty of 
Heaven, or by ſtanding at the greateſt dehance, 
ro make him willing to cometoterms of com- 
poſition with them 2 Do they hope to ſlip be- 
yond the bounds of his power, by falling in- 
ro nothing when they. dye, or to ſue out. pro- 
hibitions in the Court of Heaven, to hinder the 
effects of Juſtice there ? Do they deſign to out- 
wit infinite Wiſdom, or to find ſuch flaws in 
Gods government of the world, that he ſhall 
be contented to let them go unpuniſhed ? All 
which imaginations are alike vain and fooliſh, 
& only ſhew how eafily wickedneſs baffles the 
reaſon of mankind, & makes them rather hope 
or wiſh for the moſt impoſsible things, than 
believe they ſhall ever be puniſhed for their 
impieties. If the A4poſtate Spirits can by reaſon 
of their preſent reſtraint and expeCtation of 
future puniſhments be as. pleaſant in behold- 
ing the follies of men as they are malicious to 
ſuggeſtthem, it may be one of the greateſt di- 
verſions of their miſery, to ſee how active and 
witty men are in contriving their own ruine. 
To ſee with what greedineſs they catch at every 
bait that is offered them, and when they are 
ſwallowing the moſt deadly poyſon, what arts _ 
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they uſe to perſwade themſelyes that it is a 


healchfull porion. No doubr, nothing can 
more gratifie them than to ſee men ſport them- 
ſelves into their own deſtruction, & go down 
ſo pleaſantly to Hell : when eternal flames 
- become the firſt awakeners, & chen men begin 
to be wiſe, when it is too latetobeſo: when 


nothing but infupportable torments can con- 


vince them that God was in carneft with them, 
that he would not alwayes bear the affronts 
of evil men, and that thoſe who derided the 
miſeries of another life, ſhall have leiſure 
enough to repent their folly, when their re- 
pentance ſhall only increaſe their ſorrow with- 
out hopes of pardoa by it. 

3. Bur if there were any preſent felicity , or 
any conſiderable advantage to be gained by this 
mocking at ſin, and undervaluing Religion, there 
would ſeem to be: ſome kind of pretence, 
though nothing of true reaſon for it. Yerthat 
which heightens this folly to the higheſt .de- 
greein thelaſt place is, that there can be no 
imaginable confideration thought on which 
might look like a plauſible remptation toit. The 
covetous man, when he hath defrauded his 
neighbour, and uſed all kinds of artsto com- 
pals an eſtate, hath the fulnels of his baggs to 
an{wer for him; and whatever they may do 

in 
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in another world, he is ſure they will do much 
in this. The voluptuous man, hath the ſtrong 
propenſities of his nature, the force of rempra- 
tion which lies in the charms of beauty, co ex- 
cuſe his unlawtfull pleaſures by, The ambiti- 
_ ous man, hath the greatneſs of his mind, the _ 
advantage of authority, the examples of thole 
who have been great before him, and the envy 
of thoſe who condemn him, to plead for the 
heights he aims at. Bur what isic which the 
perſon who delpiſes Religion, aud laughs ar 
every thing that is ſerious, propoſes to himſelf 
as the reaſon of what he does ? But alas! this 
were to ſuppale him to be much more ſerious 
than he is, if he did propound any thing to 
himſelf as the ground of his ations. Bur it 
may bea great kindnels to others, though none 
to himſelf; I cannot imagine any , unleſs 
it may be, to make them thankfull they are not 
arrived to that height of folly, or out of per- 
fect good nature, leſt they ſhould take him 
to be wiſer than heis. The P/almiſts fool deſ- 
iſes him as much as he does Religion : for he 
only ſaith it in his beart there is no God , but this 
though he dares not think there is none, yet 
ſhews him not near ſo much outward reſpect 
and reverence as the other does. Even the 
Atheiſt himſelf thinks him a Fool, and the np" 
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of all other,who believes a God;and yet affronts. 
him and trifles with him. And although the 
©- Adbeiſt'sFolfy be unaccountable, in  - Y 
cleareſt evidence of reaſon, yet ſo far heis 

be commended'for what he ſayes, that if there 

be ſuch a thing as Religion, men ought co be le- 

. rious in it-Sothat of all hands the ſcoffer at Reli- 

gionis looked on as one forfaken of that little 

reaſon, which might lerve to uphold a ſlender 
reputation of being above the beaſts that periſh, : 
nay) therein his condition is worſe than theirs, 

that as they underſtand not Religion, they ſhall 
never be puniſhed for deſpiſingit: which fuch 
a perſon can never ſecure himlclt from, confi- 

dering the power, the juſtice, the ſerverity of that 

Ged , whom he hath ſo highly provoked. God 

grant, that the appehenſion'of this danger may 

make us ſo ſerious in the profeſuon-& practice 

of ourReligion, that we may notby-flighting 

that, and mecking at ſin; provoke him to laugh at 
our calamities, and mock when our-feat' comes; but 

that by-beholding; the finceritf®gt our repen- 

rancez-and the 'heartineſs of our*devotion'ro® _ 
him,” he may turn his! anger away from"us, "hd . 
rejoyce orver 15 t0'do good. ' _, © 
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